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1. Executive Summary 
Parslow Heritage Consultancy Inc. (PHC) completed a Stage 1 archaeological background 
assessment and Stage 2 property survey on behalf of Columbia Northcliffe Campus Inc. (Columbia) 
for portions of the property that will undergo a proposed gymnasium expansion, as well as tile bed 
expansion for a new college residence. This assessment is required as part of a requirement for a 
development permit under the Planning Act (MHSCTCI Section 7.5.6 Standard 1); as well as being 
required under the Niagara Escarpment Plan Amendment for Part Lots 28 and 29, Concession 2, 
Former Township of West Flamborough, now the City of Hamilton.  

The objectives of the Stage 1 archaeological assessment are to gather information about the 
project location’s geography, history, current land conditions as well as any previous archaeological 
research and listed archaeological sites on or within the vicinity. Methods to achieve these 
objectives include:  

► Review of relevant historic and environmental literature pertaining to the study area; 

► Review of an updated listing of archaeological sites within 1 km from the MTCS 
Archaeological Sites Database; 

► Review of all archaeological assessments within 50 m of the study area; 

► Consultation with individuals knowledgeable about the study area; and  

► Review of historic maps of the study area. 

It was determined that there was archaeological potential for the study area and a Stage 2 
property survey was conducted. The objectives of the Stage 2 assessment are to determine if there 
are archaeological resources present on the property and to assess whether the identified 
resources have cultural heritage value or interest.  

Stage 2 assessment was completed through test pit survey at five metre intervals across a majority 
of the study area, except on the top of a knoll where disturbance was encountered, and test pit 
intervals were expanded to 10 metre intervals. No cultural materials were recovered during this 
assessment, as such it is considered clear of futher archaeological concern.  
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3. Project Context 
This section of the report provides the context for the archaeological assessment and covers three 
areas: development context, historical context and archaeological context. 

3.1 Development Context 
Parslow Heritage Consultancy Inc. (PHC) completed a Stage 1 archaeological background 
assessment and Stage 2 property survey on behalf of Columbia Northcliffe Campus Inc. (Columbia) 
for portions of the property that will undergo a proposed gymnasium expansion, as well as tile bed 
expansion for a new college residence. This assessment is required as part of a requirement for a 
development permit under the Planning Act (MHSCTCI Section 7.5.6 Standard 1); as well as being 
required under the Niagara Escarpment Plan Amendment for Part Lots 28 and 29, Concession 2, 
Former Township of West Flamborough, now the City of Hamilton.  

The objectives of the Stage 1 archaeological assessment are to gather information about the 
project location’s geography, history, current land conditions as well as any previous archaeological 
research and listed archaeological sites on or within the vicinity. Methods to achieve these 
objectives include:  

► Review of relevant historic and environmental literature pertaining to the study area; 

► Review of an updated listing of archaeological sites within 1 km from the MTCS 
Archaeological Sites Database; 

► Review of all archaeological assessments within 50 m of the study area; 

► Consultation with individuals knowledgeable about the study area; and  

► Review of historic maps of the study area. 

It was determined that there was archaeological potential for the study area and a Stage 2 
property survey for the areas undergoing development was conducted. The objectives of the Stage 
2 assessment are to determine if there are archaeological resources present on the property and 
to assess whether the identified resources have cultural heritage value or interest.  

Permission to access the study area was provided by Mr. Patrick Hurley (MHSTCI Section 7.5.6 
Standard 3). 

All archaeological work documented in this report was completed under the Ministry of Heritage, 
Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) Standards and Guidelines for Consultant 
Archaeologists. 

3.2 Historical Context 
This section describes the past and present land use and the settlement history, and any other 
relevant historical information gathered through the background research (MHSTCI Section 7.5.7 
Standard 1). 
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3.2.1 Indigenous History 
Indigenous peoples of southern Ontario have left behind archaeologically significant resources 
throughout the province, which show continuity with past peoples, even if they were not recorded 
in historic Euro-Canadian documents. Table 1 illustrates this continuity demonstrating over 11,000 
years of Indigenous occupation of southern Ontario (Ellis and Ferris 1990).  

Table 1: Overview of the cultural chronology for southern Ontario. 

Period Characteristics Time Comments 

Early Paleo Fluted Points 9,000 – 8,400 
BC 

Caribou hunters 

Late Paleo Hi-Lo Points 8,400 – 8,000 
BC 

Smaller but more 
numerous sites 

Early Archaic Kirk, Nettling and Bifurcate 
Base Points 

8,000-6,000 BC Slow population growth 

Middle Archaic I Stanley/Neville, Stemmed 
Points 

6,000-4,000 BC Environment similar to 
present 

Middle Archaic II Thebes, Otter Creek Points 4,000- 3,000 BC  
Middle Archaic III Brewerton Side and Corner 

Notched Points 
3,000 – 2,000 
BC 

 

Late Archaic I Narrow Point (Lamoka, 
Normanskill) 
 
Broad Point (Genesee, 
Adder Orchard) 
 
Small Point (Crawford Knoll, 
Innes, Ace-of-Spades) 

2,000-1,800 BC 
 
 
1,800-1,500 BC 
 
 
1,500-1,100 BC 

Increasing site size 
 
 
Large chipped lithic 
tools 
 
Introduction of bow 
hunting 

Terminal Archaic Hind Points 1,100-950 BC Emergence of true 
cemeteries 

Early Woodland Meadowood Points 950-400 BC introduction of pottery 
Middle Woodland Dentate/Pseudo-Scallop 

Pottery 
 
Princess Point 

400 BC-AD 500 
 
 
AD 550-900 

increased sedentism 
 
Introduction of Corn 

Late Woodland Early Ontario Iroquoian 
 
Middle Ontario Iroquoian 
 
Late Ontario Iroquoian 

AD 900-1,300 
 
AD 1,300-1,400 
 
 
AD 1,400-1,650 

Emergence of 
agricultural villages 
Large longhouses (100m 
+) 
 
Tribal warfare and 
displacement 
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Contact Period Various Algonkian Groups AD 1,700-1,875 early written records 
and treaties 

 

European contact with Indigenous peoples in the Niagara Region began with the arrival of Samuel 
de Champlain in 1615. Although there appears to have been no direct contact, Champlain 
described a group of Native peoples throughout the Niagara Peninsula whom he called “la nation 
neutre” as they were situated between the Huron and the New York Iroquois and remained at 
peace (Lennox and Fitzgerald 1990:405). Estimates of the population of the Neutral Iroquois in 
Ontario have ranged between 12,000 to 40,000 people distributed between 28 and 40 villages and 
smaller settlements; while population estimated vary, it has been documented that the Neutral 
were dispersed by the Five Nations Iroquois between 1647 and 1651 (Lennox and Fitzgerald 
1990:405- 406). Throughout the middle of the 17th century, the Iroquois sought to expand upon 
their territory and to monopolize the local fur trade as well as trade between the European 
markets and the tribes of the western Great Lakes region. A series of conflicts followed known as 
the Beaver Wars, or the French and Iroquois Wars, contested between the Iroquois confederacy 
and the Algonkian speaking communities of the Great Lakes region. This led to the dispersal, or 
rather absorption of the Neutral into the various warring Iroquois and Algonkian parties. 

Prior to the dispersion of the Neutral in the mid-17th century Jesuits and missionaries had visited 
Neutral settlements in the Niagara region, including Joseph de la Roche Daillon in 1626 and Jean de 
Brebauf and Joseph Pierre-Marie Chaumonot in 1640. Following the dispersal of the Neutral, the 
Five Nations Iroquois briefly settled along the Niagara River. 

The late 17th and early 18th centuries represent a turning point in the evolution of the post-contact 
Indigenous occupation of Southern Ontario. It was at this time that various Iroquoian-speaking 
communities began migrating from New York State, followed by the arrival of new Algonkian 
speaking groups from northern Ontario (Konrad 1981; Schmalz 1991). 

The study area first enters the Euro-Canadian historic record as part of Treaty Number 3 made with 
the Mississauga Nation on December 7th, 1792, though purchased as early as 1784. Also known as 
the Between-the-Lakes purchase as it includes the land in-between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, this 
land purchase was originally to procure areas for members of the Six Nations confederacy to 
establish permanent abodes after aiding the British during the American Revolution. Counties 
encompassed by this Treaty are: Lincoln County (except Niagara Township), and townships in 
Wentworth County; Brant County; Oxford County; Middlesex County; Elgin County; and all of 
Norfolk County. 

“All that parcel or tract of land lying and being between the Lakes Ontario and 
Erie, beginning at Lake Ontario, four miles south' westerly from the point 
opposite to Niagara Fort, known by the name of Mississaugue Point, and 
running from thence along the said lake to the creek that falls from a small 
lake, known by the name of Washquarter into the said Lake Ontario, and from 
thence north forty-five degree west, fifty miles; thence south forty-five degrees 
west, twenty miles;and thence south until it strikes the River La Tranche; then 
down the stream of thesaid river to that part or place where a due south 
course will lead to the mouth of Catfish Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and 
from the above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid River La Tranche, 
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following the south course to the mouthof the said Catfish Creek; thence down 
Lake Erie to the lands heretofore purchased from the Nation of Mississague 
Indians; and from thence along the said purchase at Lake Ontario at the place 
of beginning as above mentioned together with all the woods, ways, paths, 
waters, watercourses and appurtenances thereunto belonging” 

(J. Morris 1943:18). 

3.2.2 Euro-Canadian Settler History 
Township of West Flamborough 
Following the signing of the Between-The-Lakes Treaty, Lieutenant Governor John Graves Simcoe 
tasked surveyor Augustus Jones with surveying the Township of Flamborough in 1793; Simcoe 
named the township after a fishing village in Yorkshire, England. The survey used the Governor’s 
Road (modern day Dundas Street) as its baseline. The township was surveyed into East and West 
portions that remained linked together until the dissolution of the District system in 1854 
(Hamilton Public Library 2017). Flamborough West is somewhat triangular in shape, with 11 
concessions running west to east that were numbered beginning north of Governor’s Road 
(Burkholder 1950). Typical of survey practice at the time, each concession is approximately 200 
acres in size, however some are irregularly shaped due to the triangular nature of the survey and 
geographic constraints such as Cootes Paradise to the south. A majority of the initial settlers in the 
township were United Empire Loyalists who had fled to Upper Canada in the years preceding the 
American Revolution.  

As part of the initial survey, 60 acres were reserved for formation of a town, named Cootes 
Paradise. Located on a portion of Lot 17, Concession 1 in the Township of West Flamborough as 
well as a portion of Lot 53, Concession 1 in the Township of Ancaster, the town was surveyed in 
1801 by John Stegman, deputy to Augustus Jones.  

By 1814, the town of Cootes Paradise was officially renamed Dundas after its location along 
Dundas Street; it was chosen as the location of the first post office in the Township. By 1823 the 
township had 11 gristmills and 8 sawmills (Page & Smith 1875) with a majority of settlement and 
development throughout the township occurring along its various waterways. The Desjardins 
Canal, constructed between 1826 and 1837 led to further growth and development of the 
township and the town of Dundas in particular as it was the headquarters of the canal company. 
The opening of the canal led to Dundas becoming an important port on the north shore of Lake 
Ontario and a boom in transportation and trade occurred throughout the town during the mid-late 
19th century (Freeman 2001). The town was formally incorporated on July 28, 1847. In 1854, the 
Great Western Railway was constructed through the township with the line running between 
Windsor and Niagara Falls (Houghton 2008). The advent of the railway led to a decline in the use of 
the canal as a major transportation route, but did lead to greater overland shipping and 
transportation routes to other regions of the province, with Dundas being known for its flour, 
cotton, clothing, furniture, and agricultural supplies (Page & Smith 1875). 

Running immediately northeast of the study area is Highway 6. This originally opened as the 
Guelph to Dundas Road in 1827 (Clark 2016). The road was laid out following an indigenous trail, 
and though it was an open route it remained a trail until the mid-19th century when local efforts 
resulted in the formation of the Guelph and Dundas Road Company in 1848 and by 1850 enhanced 
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construction had futher opened the route as is visible on the 1859 Map of the County of 
Wentworth (Figure 3).  

Hopkins Corners 
The closest historical settlement to the study area was the hamlet of Hopkin’s Corners, located at 
the intersection of York Road and Valley Road. The hamlet was named after the Hopkins’, a 
prominent early settler family of United Empire Loyalists who arrived in the area in the early 19th 
century. A farmstead and orchard belonging to a J. Hopkins is located within Concession 2, Lot 28 
to the north of the current study area on the 1875 Illustrated Atlas. 

Part Lots 28 and 29, Concession 2 
To understand the specific land use history of Euro-Canadian settlement for the study area several 
historical maps and land registry information were examined.  

The 1859 Surtees Map of Wentworth (Map 3) shows that Lot 28, Concession 2 was owned by a “J. 
Hopkins”, and Lot 29, Concession 2 was owned by “Peter Carroll, Sy.”. There are no structures 
depicted within the study area. The northern tile bed expansion area falls within Part Lot 28, within 
the J. Hopkins property. A map dating to 1820 titled “Survey of J. Hopkins’ Property in Flamborough 
East and West” is located in the archives at McMaster University (Image 1), there are no identifying 
features on the map other than the boundaries of the property; however there is no north arrow 
to help identify its exact location. Regardless, it shows that the Hopkins’ owned the property soon 
after it was originally surveyed. Joseph Hopkins (1748-1811) was a United Empire Loyalist who fled 
the USA after the American Revolution, moving to Upper Canada in 1797 (Lee 2014). The Hopkins 
Family Cemetery (now called the Valley Cemetery) is still located to the north of the study area. 
Peter Carroll, owner of Lot 29 was a prominent land surveyor, road builder, and was a director of 
the Great Western Railway, as well as serving on the board of several banks. He is well known for 
building an estate called Rocky Bay Mansion on 40 acres overlooking Burlington Bay (now part of 
the Royal Botanical Gardens). A fire destroyed the mansion in the early 20th century and the 
remaining rock was crushed up and used to build several gravel roads (Burlington Public Library, 
Unknown).  

The 1875 Illustrated Historical Atlas of The County of Wentworth shows that Hopkins and Carroll 
continued their ownership of these lots at that time as well, however a homestead and small 
orchard is now seen to the north of the current study area in Lot 28 owned by Joseph Hopkins 
(Map 4). No structures are present within the Carroll property.  

Examination of Land Registry books shows that the property was sold to the Sisters of St. Joseph in 
1950 and has remained in their possession until the recent sale of this portion to Columbia 
International College. Examination of aerial photography from 1954 shows that the “motherhouse” 
had already been constructed by this time, with the current study areas being agricultural in nature 
at that point  (Image 2).  

3.2.3 Past and Current Land Conditions 
While difficult to determine past land use, it is suspected that the property was used as a 
residential property with potential for agricultural use.  In the 1950s, the property was used as a 
Convent for the Sisters of St. Joseph and was eventually turned over as a private school.  The 
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property consists of manicured lawns, trees and shrubs. The property has undergone several 
development projects over the last 50 years.  

3.3 Archaeological Context 
3.3.1 Archaeological Sites and Assessments 

For an inventory of archaeological resources to be compiled, the registered archaeological site 
records kept by the MHSTCI were consulted. In Ontario, information concerning archaeological 
sites is stored in the Ontario Archaeological Sites Database maintained by the MHSTCI. This 
database contains archaeological sites registered according to the Borden system. Under the 
Borden system, Canada is divided into grid blocks based on latitude and longitude. A Borden block 
is approximately 13 km east to west and approximately 18.5 km north to south. Each Borden block 
is referenced by a four-letter designator and sites within a block are numbered sequentially as they 
are found. The study area is located within Borden block AhGx. 

In accordance with Section 7.5.8, Standard 1 of the Standards and Guidelines, all registered or 
known archaeological sties within a minimum one-kilometre distance from the study area are to be 
listed, a total of 10 archaeological sites were found in the OASD. These are listed below in Table 2. 
None of these sites are within 300 m of the study area. 

 
Table 2: Registered archaeological sites within 1 km of study area.  
Borden 
Number 

Site 
name 

Time Period Affinity Site Type Further 
CHVI 

AhGx-8 
Nursery 
Site 

Post Contact, 
Late- Middle 
Woodland 

Aboriginal; 
Euro-
Canadian Camp/Campsite, domestic 

Further 
CHVI 

AhGx-
709 

Location 
2 Post Contact   

No 
Further 
CHVI 

AhGx-
708 

Location 
1 Post Contact 

Euro-
Canadian Homestead 

No 
Further 
CHVI 

AhGx-
640 Broman 

Post Contact; 
Pre-Contact 

Aboriginal, 
Euro-
Canadian scatter  

AhGx-6 
Lilac 
Gardens 

Woodland; 
Middle 
Woodland Aboriginal Other camp/campsite; burial  

AhGx-
505     

No 
Further 
CHVI 

AhGx-
504  Late Archaic Aboriginal Othercamp/campsite 

Further 
CHVI 

AhGx-
503  Pre-Contact Aboriginal Othercamp/campsite 

No 
Further 
CHVI 
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AhGx-10 

Royal 
Botanical 
Gardens 
Burial    

No 
Further 
CHVI 

 

3.3.2 Previous Archaeological Assessments within 50 metres 
A search of the OASD database of archaeological reports revealed two previous assessments on 
sections of the same property by Archaeological Assessment Ltd in the summer of 2002 (MHSTCI 
Section 7.5.8, Standard 4).  
Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment of the Proposed Tile Bed Locations, Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Convent, City of Hamilton, Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. PIF: 2001-035-040. 
This assessment was conducted prior to installation of a septic tile bed immediately adjacent to the 
portions of the current study areas where these beds will be extended. Test pit survey at 5 metre 
intervals was conducted across the study area and no archaeological resources were encountered. 
Approximately 50% of the test pits within the northern tile bed were found to be disturbed, and 
portions of the southern bed were found to be low and wet and of low archaeological potential. 
Futher work was not required. 

Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment of the Proposed Addition to the Sisters of St. Joseph Convent, 
City of Hamilton, Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. PIF: 2002-057-006 
This assessment was conducted prior to the construction of an addition onto the east side of the 
“Motherhouse” on the property, immediately adjacent to the proposed gymnasium expansion for 
the current study area. This assessment covered an area approximately 0.4 ha in size consisting of 
garden and manicured lawn. The area was test pit surveyed at 5 metre intervals, with no 
archaeological materials being encountered. Futher work was not required.  

3.3.3 The Natural and Physical Environment 
The study area is situated within the Niagara Escarpment physiographic region (Chapman and 
Putnam 1984:114-122).   

The Niagara Escarpment extending from the Niagara River to the northern tip 
of the Bruce Peninsula, and continuing through the Manitoulin Islands, 
displays an association of landforms not found elsewhere in Ontario. From the 
Dundas Valley northward to the Forks of the Credit the brow of the 
escarpment increases in elevation from 800 feet to about 1,450 a.s.l. in a 
distance of 50 miles.   

(Chapman and Putnam 1984:114-115)  
 

The study area is on the southern edge of the Niagara Escarpment, overlooking Cootes Paradise 
and the City of Hamilton. The soil of the Study Area consists primarily of Oneida Clay Loam 
(Presant, Wicklund, Matthews 1965), a well draining soil overlaying argillaceous tills (Chapman and 
Putnam 1984:174-175). With good drainage, the soils are highly productive, providing a suitable 
environment for Pre-Contact Indigenous agriculture. 
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Examination of topographic mapping and aerial photography indicates that the study area is on a 
promontory of land in between two deep ravines, which contain creeks which drain into Cootes 
Paradise located to the south of the study area.   
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4. Field Methods
The Stage 2 property survey was conducted under archaeological consulting license P243 issued to 
Dr. Carla Parslow by the MHSTCI (P243-0421-2020). Field director duties were delegated to PHC 
archaeologist Mr. Adam Long (P1153). The field director delegated the responsibility of undertaking 
the archaeological fieldwork at the study area as per Section 12 of the MHSTCI 2013 Terms and 
Conditions for Archaeological Licenses, issued in accordance with clause 48(4)(d) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

The Stage 2 assessment was conducted on July 13, 2020; the weather was mixed sun and clouds 
with a temperature of 28 degrees Celsius. Field conditions were good and at no time were the 
field, weather, or lighting conditions detrimental to the recovery of archaeological material.  

The study areas for the septic tile bed expansions were primarily comprised of overgrown fallow 
agricultural fields that have been fallow since the 1950s, as well as scrub and brush, as such these 
were subject to test pit survey at 5 metre intervals (MHSTCI S&G’s Standard 2.1.2.1c) (Images 3 
and 4). The most northern study area (Image 5) was primarily located on a knoll. Stratigraphy of 
test pits located on the top of the knoll and at its base revealed different stratigraphic profiles. The 
soil profile at the base of the knoll was comprised of a brown clay loam ploughzone, ranging from 
15-25 cm in depth, with a light pale- yellow clay subsoil (Image 6). Soil profiles on top of the knoll 
were disturbed, exhibiting very red clay with asphalt and pebble inclusions to a depth of 25-30 cm 
(Image 7). Upon discovery of the disturbance, the test pit intervals were increased to 10 metres 
across the top of the knoll to determine the extent of the disturbance; these results are illustrated 
on Map 5. These disturbed soils may have been imported in the past to shore up and reduce 
erosion on the slopes of the knoll prior to the abandonment of its agricultural usage. Test pit 
stratigraphy in the southern tile bed expansion area was the same undisturbed soil profile found at 
the base of the knoll to the north, as such test pit survey was conducted at 5 metre intervals across 
this portion of the study area.

Test pit survey at 5 metre intervals continued across the portion of the study area for the 
gymnasium expansion of the “motherhouse”, with test pits exhibiting the typical undisturbed 
profile seen elsewhere on the property. This area is comprised of a small woodlot, and manicured 
lawn. However, a drainage ditch runs through this portion of the study area (Image 8 and 9), this 
was not subject to test pit survey but was photo documented and can be delineated on Map 5.   

No cultural material was recovered from any of the test pits across the three study areas on the 
property. All test pits were approximately 30 centimetres in diameter and excavated, were 
possible, to within the first five centimetres of subsoil and examined for stratigraphy, cultural 
features, or evidence of fill. All soil was screened through a six millimetres mesh to facilitate the 
recovery of cultural material before the test pits were backfilled.  
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5. Record of Finds
The purpose of this section is to document all finds according to the standards (MHSTCI Section 
7.8.2). An inventory of the documentary record generated by the property Inspection is provided in 
Table 3 (MHSTCI Section 7.8.2 Standard 2). 

Table 3: Record of Documentation. 

Document Type Location of Document Additional Comments Quantity 

Field Notes PHC Office 1 lined sheet, 1 photo 
log 

2 pages 

Maps Provided by Client PHC Office In project file (Site Map) 5 maps in project file. 

Digital Photographs PHC Office Stored digitally in 
project file 

28 images 
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6. Analysis and Conclusion

6.1 Results of the Stage 1 Background Study 
Archaeological potential is established by determining the likelihood that archaeological resources 
may be present on a subject property. In accordance with the MHSTCI’s 2011 Standards and 
Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists the following are features or characteristics that indicate 
archaeological potential: 

► Previously identified archaeological sites;
► Water sources:

► Primary water sources (lakes, rivers, streams, creeks);
► Secondary water sources (intermittent streams and creeks; springs; marshes; swamps);
► Features indicating past water sources (e.g. glacial lake shorelines indicated by the

presence of raised gravel, sand, or beach ridges; relic river or stream channels indicated
by clear dip or swale in the topography; shorelines of drained lakes or marshes; and
cobble beaches);

► Accessible or inaccessible shoreline (e.g. high bluffs, swamps or marsh fields by the
edge of a lake; sandbars stretching into marsh);

► Elevated topography (eskers, drumlins, large knolls, plateaux);
► Pockets of well drained sandy soil, especially near areas of heavy soil or rocky ground;

Distinctive land formations that might have been special or spiritual places, such as
waterfalls, rock outcrops, caverns, mounds, and promontories and their bases (there may be
physical indicators of their use, such as burials, structures, offerings, rock paintings or
carvings);

► Resource areas including:
► Food or medicinal plants;
► Scarce raw minerals (e.g. quartz, copper, ochre or outcrops of chert);
► Early Euro-Canadian industry (fur trade, mining, logging);

► Areas of Euro-Canadian settlement; and,
► Early historical transportation routes.

In recommending a Stage 2 property survey based on determining archaeological potential for a 
study area, MHSTCI stipulates the following: 

► No areas within 300 metres of a previously identified site; water sources; areas of early Euro-
Canadian Settlement; or locations identified through local knowledge or informants can be
recommended for exemption from further assessment;

► No areas within 100 metres of early transportation routes can be recommended for
exemption from further assessment; and,

► No areas within the property containing an elevated topography; pockets of well-drained
sandy soil; distinctive land formations; or resource areas can be recommended for exemption
from further assessment.
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Archaeological Integrity 
A negative indicator of archaeological potential is extensive land disturbance. This includes 
widespread earth movement activities that would have eradicated or relocated any cultural 
material to such a degree that the information potential and cultural heritage value or interest has 
been lost. 

Section 1.3.2 of the MHSTCI 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists states 
that: 

Archaeological potential can be determined not to be present for either the 
entire property or a part(s) of it when the area under consideration has been 
subject to extensive and deep land alterations that have severely damaged 
the integrity of any archaeological resources (MHSTCI 2011:18) 

The types of disturbance referred to above includes, but is not restricted to, quarrying, sewage and 
infrastructure development, building footprints and major landscaping involving grading below 
topsoil.  

Potential Indigenous Archaeological Resources 
Following the criteria outlined above to determine Indigenous archaeological potential, there are 
factors to be considered. The study area is surrounded on three sides by water sources, and the 
soils of the study area would have been suitable for Indigenous agricultural practices. Additionally, 
there are several registered Pre-Contact Indigenous sites within 1 km of the study area.  

When the above noted archaeological potential criteria were applied to the study area, the study 
area exhibits archaeological potential for Indigenous sites. 

Potential for Euro-Canadian Archaeological Resources 
Following the criteria outlined above to determine Euro-Canadian archaeological potential, it is 
understood that the property is close several important historical routes of transportation – 
Highway 6 (previously the Guelph- Hamilton Road), as well as the Great Western Railway, and 
Desjardins Canal. The abundance of already registered Euro-Canadian archaeological sites within 1 
km of the study area further emphasizes the strong archaeological potential for the study area.   

When the above noted archaeological potential criteria were applied to the study area, the study 
area exhibits archaeological potential for historical Euro-Canadian sites. 

6.2 Results and Conclusion of the Stage 2 Property Inspection 
Stage 2 property inspection across the study area did not result in the recovery of any cultural 
materials. Disturbance was encountered in the northern, knoll portion of the study area, likely in 
relation to previous slope stabilization. The study area is does not hold any cultural heritage value 
or interest and is free of futher archaeological concern.  
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7. Recommendations
Based on the findings of this Stage 1 and 2 archaeological assessment the study areas do not retain 
any cultural heritage value or interest and Stage 3 Site Specific Assessment is not required. 
However, if a change in the development planning for the site does occur, the new areas that 
would be impacted should undergo Stage 2 property survey.  

It is requested that this report be entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological 
Reports, as provided for in Section 65.1 of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

STUDY LIMITATIONS: All information, recommendations and opinions provided in this report are for the sole benefit of the 
Client. No other party may use or rely on this report or any portion thereof without the Client’s or PHC’s express written consent. 
Unless otherwise stated, the suggestions, recommendations and opinions given in this report are intended only for the guidance 
of the Client in the design of the specific project. Special risks occur whenever archaeological investigations are applied to 
identify subsurface conditions and even a comprehensive investigation, sampling and testing program may fail to detect all or 
certain archaeological resources. The sampling strategies incorporated in this study, if any, comply with those identified in the 
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries’ 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists. 
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8. Advice on Compliance with Legislation
Advice on the compliance with legislation is not part of the archaeological record. However, for the 
benefit of the proponent and approval authority in the land use planning and development 
process, the report must include the following standard statements: 

► This report is submitted to the Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries
as a condition of licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O.
1990, c O.18.  The report is reviewed to ensure that it complies with the standards and
guidelines that are issued by the Minister, and that the archaeological fieldwork and
report recommendations ensure the conservation, protection and preservation of the
cultural heritage of Ontario. When all matters relating to archaeological sites within the
project area of a development proposal have been addressed to the satisfaction of the
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries, a letter will be issue by the
ministry stating that there are no further concerns with regards to alterations to
archaeological sites by the proposed development.

► It is an offence under Sections 48 and 69 of the Ontario Heritage Act for any party other
than a licenced archaeologist to make any alteration to a known archaeological site or to
remove any artifact or other physical evidence of past human use or activity from the
site, until such time as a licenced archaeologist has completed archaeological fieldwork
on the site, submitted a report to the Minister stating the site has no further cultural
heritage value or interest, and the report has been filed in the Ontario Public Register of
Archaeology Reports referred to in Section 65.1 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

► Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be
representative of a new archaeological site or sites and therefore subject to Section 48(1)
of the Ontario Heritage Act.  The proponent or person discovering the archaeological
resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant
archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48(1) of
the Ontario Heritage Act.

► The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33, requires that any
person discovering or having knowledge of a burial site shall immediately notify the
police or coroner.  It is recommended that the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of
Consumer Services is also immediately notified.
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10. Images

Image 1: 1820 map of survey of J. Hopkins’ property in Flamborough East & West 

Image 2: Study area on 1954 aerial image 
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Image 3: Test pit survey at 5m transects of the northern tile bed expansion area Facing NE. 

Image 4: Test pit survey at 5 m intervals in gymnasium expansion area. Facing W. 
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Image 5: View of knoll in northern tile bed expansion area. Facing SE 

 

 
Image 6: Typical undisturbed test pit profile. Trowel is pointing North.  
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Image 7: Typical disturbed profile observed on top of knoll. Asphalt and pebbles visible in wall. 
Trowel is pointing North. 

 

 
Image 8: Drainage area running through gymnasium expansion area. Not subject to test pit survey. 
Facing North.  
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Image 9: Drainage area running through gymnasium expansion area. Facing South. 
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11. Maps

All mapping on succeeding pages.
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